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The talk introduces Panel 5 by outlining the concept and theory of the story economy, and
situates contemporary narrative and authorship studies in relation to it. The social media fueled
story economy is currently penetrating the literary field, subsuming both authors and their work
and imposing on them platform-based values such as relatability, shareability,
representativeness, clear affective stance, and moral accountability. While many authors
conform to the rules and logic of the story economy, their rejection may also accumulate
narrative and digital capital for authors and translate into literary value. The talk examines
various strategies with which contemporary authors challenge and transgress the imperative to
“share their story;” these strategies will be located at the intersections between texts and
paratexts, the literary and the non-literary, the fictional and the non-fictional, the narrative and
the non-narrative, as well as between authors and audiences.
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