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Human-Machine Narration. A Paradigm for Understanding GenAl Storytelling

Work on the intersection of GenAl and narrative has mostly been focused on describing the textual
outputs of human-machine interactions (Fletcher 2021; Hayles 2023; Phelan 2024) or on probing
the biased underpinnings of the algorithms that power Al models (Gillespie 2024). Less attention
has been paid to how and why people engage in narrative interactions with machines that are
designed to communicate. In this paper, we suggest a paradigm for understanding what we will
refer to as Human-Machine Narration (HMN). Drawing on the frameworks of Narratives-as-
practices (Bamberg 2012; Giaxoglou and Georgakopoulou 2021) and Human-Machine
Communication (Guzman and Lewis 2020; Hepp et al. 2024), we offer two arguments. First, even if
GenAl does not tell stories on its own, an increasing number of stories are untellable without
GenAl. Second, to grasp these new narrative practices, we should approach them as entanglements
of human intention, algorithmic automation, and textual structures. We demonstrate the potential of
the paradigm by examining HMN in two cases: a public tweet by OpenAI’s CEO Sam Altman and a
series of personal interactions between a user and a social chatbot.

References
Bamberg, Michael. 2012. “Why narrative?”. Narrative Inquiry 22:1: 202-210.

Fletcher, Angus. 2021. “Why Computers Will Never Read (or Write) Literature: A Logical Proof
and a Narrative”. Narrative 29:1: 1-28.

Giaxoglou, Korina, and Alexandra Georgakopoulou. 2021. “A Narrative Practice Approach to
Identities: Small Stories and Positioning Analysis in Digital Contexts”. In The Cambridge
Handbook of Identity, edited by Michael Bamberg, Carolin Demuth, and Mieke Watzlawik, 241-
261. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Gillespie, Tarleton. 2024. “Generative Al and the Politics of Visibility”. Big Data & Society 11:2.

Guzman, Andrea L., and Seth C. Lewis. 2020. “Artificial Intelligence and Communication: A
Human-machine Communication Research Agenda”. New Media & Society 22:1: 70-86.

Hayles, N. Katherine. 2023. “Inside the Mind of an AI: Materiality and the Crisis of
Representation”. New Literary History 53:4: 635-666.

Hepp, Andreas, et al. 2024. “Mediatization and Human-Machine Communication: Trajectories,
Discussions, Perspectives”. Human-Machine Communication 7: 7-21.

Phelan, James. 2024. “ChatGPT and the Territory of Contemporary Narratology; or, A Rhetorical
River Runds through It”. Poetics Today 45:2: 197-205.



Author Bios

Pernille Meyer is Research Assistant at School of Communication and Culture, Aarhus University.
She has published in journals such as Frontiers of Narrative Studies, Edda, The Problems of
Literary Genres, and Passage, and co-edited the anthology Dangers of Narrative and Fictionality. A
Rhetorical Approach to Storytelling in Contemporary Western Culture (2024).

Ann-Katrine Schmidt Nielsen is Assistant Professor at School of Communication and Culture,
Aarhus University. Recent work includes edited volumes of Somatechnics (forthcoming) and
Conjunctions (2024) as well as publications in, e.g., Frontiers of Narrative Studies, MediaCulture,
National Identities, and volumes from the University of Minnesota Press and Institute of Network
Cultures.

Stefan Iversen is Associate Professor of Literature and Rhetoric at Aarhus University. Recent
publications include Quantified Storytelling: A Narrative Analysis of Metrics on Social Media
(2020, with Georgakopoulou and Stage) and the anthologies Fictionality and Literature. Core
Concepts Revisited (2022) and The Materiality of Narrative Dynamics (2025).



